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Happy Memorial Day
From its Civil War origins to its modern-day traditions, find out more about America’s most
solemn holiday. Click here for 8 things you may not know about memorial day. We have
several Higgins Beach residents who served in the armed forces or gave their life for our
country.Please send us their names and/or stories info@hbamaine.com so we can honor
them later this year in our November Veteran's Day High TIde.

HIGGINS BEACH ASSOCIATION UPDATES
Higgins Beach Association Membership Drive
The 2021 Higgins Beach Association
Membership information has been
mailed out. Please mail back your
packet soon. We will be updating the
email list and hope to be able to send
out the June HIgh Tide and HBA
communications using the new
information. If you did not recieve the
membership information, you will find
the information on our Higgin Beach
Association website.
Click here to link to the membership forms. Dues are $30. Additional levels of
Donations (Dues Included) are Contributor $50-99, Donor $100-199 and Patron
$200 and up. Mail the check with your names, address and email to Steve Seabury
Higgins Beach Association PO Box 262, Scarborough ME 04074.
Do you have anything you would like to share with the Higgins Beach Association?
Know of any story ideas,Higgins Highlight nominations, announcements, fun beach
https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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history or Higgins traditions? Please contact us by emailing info@hbamaine.com

Civic Committee Update
submitted by Melissa Carifio
SEASONAL ORDINANCE SHIFTS
As we move into the summer season, please be aware of the following ordinance
seasonal shifts:
-The parking ordinance shifted to summer restrictions on May 1. Bayview parking is now
restricted to the 11 marked spaces between Pearl and Morning Streets. Parking is time
limited to one hour between 6AM and 10PM and costs $1.
-The dog ordinance shifts to summer restrictions starting on May 15.
FIREWORKS
The Town Council has voted that fireworks are NOT ALLOWED in the area from
Spurwink Road to the ocean. This encompasses the entire Higgins Beach area. There
was strong support from the Higgins Beach community for this decision. According to
public comments made by Councilors, their decisions were largely based on the disruption
that fireworks cause to the protected Piping Plovers.
BUDGET
The budget process continues. Council is scheduled for a second reading and vote on the
budget May 26. At the May 5 Council meeting, Finance Committee Chair Councilor John
Cloutier expressed that he thought the Council was on target to meet the goal of a mil rate
increase of 3% or less. For more information https://budget.scarboroughmaine.org/.
GROWTH ORDINANCE
At the May 5, 2021 Town Council meeting, the passed the ‘repeal and replace” of the
Growth Ordinance. The Growth Ordinance requires that property owners obtain growth
permits for the construction of new dwellings in order to control the pace of growth in the
town. (Note that “the repair, replacement, reconstruction or alteration of an existing
dwelling unit” continues to be exempted from requiring a growth permit.)
In terms of the building of NEW dwellings in town, the Growth Ordinance passed on May
5 includes several exemptions from the requirement to obtain a growth permit.
Exemptions include some one bedroom units, sometwo bedroom
units, some workforce housing units and certain units being built at the Downs.
There are also some additional exemptions which can be used at the discretion of the
code enforcement officers which are targeted to help small landowners who are
already in the process of obtaining permits to develop their properties. All of the
exemptions expire in three years. The ordinance as discussed can be found
here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CQhwAaB2fE3dhZUewZfJPUPTkKMKI-lS/view
(pages 18 – 24) and Council discussion can be found
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjH08Wh7iKk starting at about 26 minutes in.

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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The HBA Board recently announced that the 2021 July 4th celebration theme will be
Summer Fun in Twenty-One! And, instead of our traditional parade, we are going to try
something that was deployed in New Orleans, in lieu of the traditional Mardi Gras parade,
in efforts to keep the community safe.
So, get your creative mojo on and consider costuming up your family & friends and
decorate your cottage, lawn, vehicles, bicycles, etc. Have your display ready for judging
at 4:00 PM, which is the official kick-off time of the celebration. Judges will begin walking
the streets, accompanied by a lead vehicle serenading us with patriotic music. Trophies
will be given for different categories of decoration which best display the spirit of Summer
Fun. Trophies will be delivered to the winners.
We also want our neighbors to be able to walk around and view the decorated cottages so
we are hoping that majority of your decorations can stay in tack until 8:00 PM.
If you are interested in being a judge or in helping with some of the details of the
celebration, please contact me at dmgarofalo@gmail.com or 207-831-9864.
Let the fun begin! Diane Garofalo

Maine Healthy Beaches
The Higgins Beach Association supports the Maine Healthy Beach Program and manages
the collection of water samples for Higgins Beach. Three water samples are collected on
Monday mornings and evaluated for the presence of enterococci, an indicator of fecal
contamination. A training session for new volunteers will be scheduled with the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection Coordinator and the water sampling begins in
June and continues until the end of August.
If you know of a high school or college student who would be interested in collecting
samples from 8:00-9:00 AM on Monday mornings, please have them contact me at
glennischabot@gmail.com Students have used this volunteer time for Community Service
hours and they don’t need to be from Higgins as long as they have transportation.

Book Club

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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In May, the HBA book club will once again be meeting by Zoom and reading
My Dear Hamilton by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kimoie

Friday May 21st
10:30 am EST
Join us on Zoom:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81774049951
if you have connection issues call 214.232.3728

Following are the titles of the first two books chosen by your committee plus the
meeting schedule: All meetings start at 10:30.
June 18 The Stationery Shop by Marjan Kamali
July 9 American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
Future Dates July 30, August 20, September 10
The remaining books will be chosen by the group at meetings.For locations and to
be added to the email group, please RSVP to barbbombaci@gmail.com. Please
bring a mask to wear as a courtesy to your host. Also let me know if
you can host on any one of these dates.

COMMUNITY CORNER
Piping Plover Update
submitted by Glennis Chabot

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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Audubon exclosed our third Piping Plover nest last week and we now have 10 eggs
being incubated. Plovers lay one egg a day and they don’t incubate the eggs until all are
laid in order for them to all hatch at the same time. The nest with 4 eggs will be hatching
around the 25th of May. There are also three other Plover pairs in the nesting area.
Unfortunately, we also have signs of predators including crows, and a skunk, raccoon
or fox who are also interested in the unexclosed eggs. We are pretty certain that we have
already lost some eggs to these predators.
The State of Maine owns most of the Plover nesting area at the east end of the beach.
There are No Trespassing signs posted along the stake and twine which are there to
prevent someone from entering the restricted area and accidentally stepping on an
unexclosed egg. The area inside the stake and twine also gives the incubating adult
Plovers some space and privacy. Bikes, Kites, Drones, Sand Surfers, Wind Surfers etc.,
according to the Ordinance, are not allowed within 650 feet of the Plover nesting area.
Least Terns will arrive around the middle of May, if they decide to nest at Higgins this
year, so be on the lookout but don’t get too close as they dive bomb and defecate on the
unexpected observer.

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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On the Beat -Scarborough Police Department

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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Scarborough Public Safety recently celebrated their first year in the new headquarters.
The impressive building houses both the Police and Fire Departments including a state
of the art communications center that fields all the 911 calls for Scarborough as well as a
couple surrounding towns. We are fortunate to have such a great team keeping us safe at
Higgins. For emergencies 911 is answered 24 hours a day, for non emergencies you can
call 207-883-6361. In addition, Sgt Steve Thibodeau, Community Policing is happy to
address your concerns at sthibodeau@scarboroughmaine.org or 207-703-4308. As the
season progresses, Sgt. Thibodeau has offered to keep us updated with a monthly High
Tide newsletter column.

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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Scarborough 2021 Comprehensive Plan –
Higgins Beach Growth
Higgins Beach – a quaint residential neighborhood dating back to the 1800s.
-scarboroughmaine.org
Since 2018, the Scarborough Planning Department, together with Scarborough’s Long
Range Planning Committee, has been drafting a new Comprehensive Plan to replace the
current Comprehensive Plan and establish the vision of Scarborough’s future land use.
Some Background – the current Comprehensive Plan
- In the still current 2006 Plan, Higgins Beach was identified as a Medium Density
Residential Growth Area, with allowed uses identified as those being consistent with
allowed uses in R4 districts (residences, accessory apartments, community facilities,
recreational uses, and daycare). The 2006 Plan went on to say the Town should study if
and how small-scale retail uses that provide local services could be accommodated in R4
neighborhoods.
- The 2006 Plan paved the way for the Higgins Beach Character-Based Zoning Districts
ordinance, adopted in 2015 and amended in 2017 and 2018.
- Beyond codifying Higgins Beach building standards intended to preserve the
architectural character of the Higgins Beach neighborhood, the new Character Code
Districts replaced most of the Residential District R4 zoning at Higgins Beach with the
Coastal Residential 1 (CD-CR1) District, and introduced the Coastal Mixed-Use-Limited
(CD-CML) District, comprised of the Higgins Beach Inn, The Breakers, the HBA
Clubhouse (all previously zoned as R4 with commercial use) and the Higgins Beach
Market (previously zoned outside of Higgins Beach as Rural Farmland RF).
The Proposed 2020/21 Comprehensive Plan
- The 2020/21 Plan draft designates all areas of Scarborough except Conservation/Open
Space and Rural Residential areas as distinctive growth areas. Higgins Beach, North
Scarborough, Pine Point, Pleasant Hill and Eight Corners (Mussey Road/Maine Mall Road
area) are all categorized as Village growth areas. To add some context, in the first
iteration of the new Plan drafted in 2018, Prouts Neck with the Black Point Inn, etc. was
also designated a Village, but is now categorized as a Low to Moderate Density
Residential growth area, described as “residential neighborhoods (where) the character
and identity of the various neighborhoods is maintained.”
- To illustrate how the Village description has evolved, the 2018 draft described Villages
(then called Hamlets) as “areas that already provide some level of services to the
neighborhoods surrounding them…where a limited mix of uses…should be allowed to
provide minimal services to locals living in the area.” The first draft of the 2020/21 Plan
also described Villages as “predominantly residential neighborhoods that include a limited
mix of uses providing services to locals living in the area.”
- The revised and latest 2020/21 draft describes Villages as follows:
- “The Village Sectors are unique and have differing degrees of diversity of uses that will
need to be carefully considered. For example, Higgins Beach has limited capacity of
expanded services, while North Scarborough faces commuter traffic challenges that may
https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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be mitigated in conjunction with a future connector to the Turnpike. The Village centers
are predominately residential neighborhoods that include a limited mix of uses providing a
range of services.”
Why Is This Important?
- While the Comprehensive Plan is not a zoning ordinance, it establishes the pattern and
location of future development and/or redevelopment. Scarborough Planning has
promoted this Plan as “visionary” (vs the 2006 “prescriptive” plan) with specifics to be
formulated upon implementation. This broad-brush format gives the town great latitude to
move forward with any future zoning, rezoning and/or development as being “consistent
with the Comprehensive Plan”, no matter how it might impact a neighborhood.
- The Higgins Beach neighborhood is already built-out, and could not accommodate new
residential or commercial growth (e.g. new builds).
- Conventionally, village businesses provide services to a village community.
- By categorizing Higgins Beach as a Village and removing the qualification that mixed
use development needs to provide services to local residents, the town could encourage
commercial development at Higgins Beach (or as stated by a Long Range Planning
Committee member at a recent meeting, we can’t control if a developer buys 4 lots at
Higgins Beach down the road and builds a hotel).
- The 2020/21 Plan includes strategies for Conservation and Growth which could impact
future Higgins Beach development (to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan). These
include:
- Strategy 4 – The majority of new residential development and virtually all non-residential
development….should be located within the growth areas of the community. To
accomplish this, the Town should encourage higher density/intensity of use within these
growth areas.
- Strategy 5 – Moderately dense neighborhoods should be enhanced, with residential and
very limited non-residential development of an appropriate scale and design to minimize
the impacts on existing neighborhoods (note: the impact of growth extends beyond
building scale and design – for example increasing year-round traffic has become a
quality-of-life challenge).
- Strategy 6 – Businesses are an essential part of the community and will continue to pay
a significant portion of our local property taxes. Opportunities to integrate business
clusters as well as a mix of regional and local services should be encouraged in the
growth areas (note: Scarborough’s recently passed Growth Management Ordinance
favors low impact residential development – entry level and senior housing – that provides
net positive tax revenue to the town. Low impact Higgins Beach contributes
approximately 7% of Scarborough’s total residential tax revenue, 5.7% of
residential/commercial tax revenue combined, while only representing .2% (point 2
percent) of enrollment in Scarborough Public Schools).
- Strategy 7 – Future zoning changes will be adapted as necessary to implement the
vision and strategies set forth in the Plan.
Sea level rise concerns should be taken into consideration when identifying Higgins Beach
as a growth area (e.g. already built-out/dense, with Ocean Avenue the only
ingress/egress).
The latest fully revised version of the 2020/21 Comprehensive Plan is currently being
edited by the Greater Portland Council of Governments and will be made available to the
https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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public on the town’s website shortly (www.scarboroughmaine.org). After final review, the
Long Range Planning Committee will forward the Plan to Town Council the first week in
June, with June 30th the date targeted for Council adoption.
If you have comments/concerns about how the Comprehensive Plan might impact growth
and quality of life at Higgins Beach, it is important your voice be heard at these meetings
(via Zoom or in person at Town Hall if allowed) or by sending your comments to Council at
towncouncil@scarboroughmaine.org. I’m also happy to provide more detail of the process
thus far to anyone who is interested. I can be reached via email at
bristolalyson@gmail.com

Graduations

Iris Mikeska spent a good portion of her
Junior and Senior year studying in their
Higgins Beach cottage. After getting into
all seven colleges she applied to, she
decided to attend University of Maine
Farmington (UMF). It will be a new
experience. Covid restrictions allowed for
her to tour the campus but she was not
allowed to enter any of the buildings.
Going to school during Covid was
challenging. Some instructors were not
tech-savvy and had to get up to speed on
remote teaching, they lacked proper
equipment for her digital filmmaking class.
During hybrid learning she sometimes felt
ignored when she was virtual while other
students were present in the classroom

Learning on Houghton St., however, also
had its benefits. Iris was fortunate that her
Mom was able to help her with
her Algebra 2 and Probability and
Statistics math classes and the food was
better at lunchtime!
https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38
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Iris is outgoing. She likes to talk and tell
stories. She plans to major in Theatre and
hopes she can work her love of
ventriloquism into her studies. She is a
Girl Scout, plays the flute, enjoys swim
team, skiing, longboard, TV and video
games. Luckily, she will be close to
Higgins next year and can come visit her
favorite beach spot—walking in the
squishy mud beyond the clam beds.
Happy Graduation Iris!

Please send other Higgins graduation announcements to info@hbamaine.com

Past version of all the high tides both paper and electronic can be found on our website
https://www.hbamaine.com/hightide.html.

The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the various authors of articles
submitted to this publication are their own. They do not necessarily reflect the
official policy, opinions, and viewpoints of the Higgins Beach Association.
Visit our website for more information. www.hbamaine.com or
contact us at info@hbamaine.com

https://hbamaine.bmeurl.co/C197C38

15/15

